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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

NON-CONVERSIONS OF THE BIBLE

One soul is worth as much as another in the sight of God. Neither God nor Christ has made any
difference in the evaluation of souls. Neither should man.

God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34) and is not willing that any should perish; He wants all to be
saved (2 Pet. 3:9). Christ is a universal Saviour. He died for the sins of the world (1 Tim. 2:6). He came to earth
"to give his life a ransom for many" (Mk. 10:45). **For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
[pbegotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life™ (Jn.
3:16 ASV). The gospel was to be preached to "all the world" and "to the whole creation” (Mk. 16:15 ASV). All
were to have equal opportunity to hear the gospel and be saved.

By "non-conversions" we mean the ones who have heard the gospel, understood it, but refused to
accept it — those who have had access to the blessings of the gospel but refused to accept them. The "non-
conversions" had the same opportunities to be saved as the redeemed. They heard the gospel, but declined or
postponed accepting it. God did as much for them in bringing the gospel to them as He did for those who
accepted it.

They cannot complain that God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit were partial to the converted. The same
gospel which is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16-17) was preached to them. Often they were in the
same audience and heard the same sermon by the same Spirit-guided preacher. The unconverted, so far as
we know and can determine, had the same degree of intelligence. Some of them may have had a higher
degree of intelligence than did some who were converted. No distinction was made in the presentation of the
[truth. Why, then, were some converted and others not? No divine agency is responsible for one being in the
unconverted class.

There is an element of dishonesty with all who belong to the class of the unconverted. When one is
brought face to face with the truth and recognizes the truth, but will not accept it, that one is dishonest with the
Jtruth. The dishonesty may be attributed to prejudice or to some other ground, but it is still a case of dishonesty.

Every intelligent, responsible person owes it to himself to become and be what is possible for him to be.
Christianity will make of everyone just what God wants him to be. The highest type of manhood and
womanhood is a Christian character. When one can acquire this and will not, that one is dishonest with himself.

Again, one owes it to his family, neighbors and fellow citizens to become and be the highest type of a
citizen. A Christian citizen is the highest type of citizenship. When one has an opportunity to become and be a
Christian citizen, but will not, that one is robbing the community in which he lives of the kind of citizen that he
should be.

Moreover, everyone who bears the image of God owes it to God to become and be such a servant of
God as it is possible for him to be. He has received the blessing of God and owes God his life of service. The
highest and most important obligations in life bind us to God. He has taught us how we may meet these
obligations. When we can become like His Son and honor His image that we bear, but will not, we are
dishonest with God. - Continued on Page 3
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Lamar Reeves, Beryl Parks, Nina Ruth Meadows
(Marcella Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma Berrier, Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister)
and Phyllis Johnson.

Two nodules have been found in Phyllis Johnson’s lungs. Pray for her.

Prayers for Lynn Drago are especially coveted as she is in final stages of cancer.
Brother Manning has many Bible studies during the week, remember these,
those that are recovering from loss, in your prayers.

e The Rineharts request prayer for Mrs. Rosa Hubbard and family on the passing of
her husband Glenn.

e Sister Paula Kennedy has requested prayers for her brother-in-law W.O. Kennedy
who was released from the hospital on Tuesday.

e Please keep the Roberts family in prayer on the loss of their son Scott Roberts
who is the grandson of W.0O.Kennedy. He passed away on Tuesday morning.

“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kept my Father’s
commandments, and abide in his love.” John 15:10

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

Be inviting people to our VBS, 7/13—7/17. Flyers are in the foyer.

Ladies! Meet with Lynn Manning at the building on Tuesday, June 23rd at 6:30 to
work on cutting the patterns for the Comfort Pillows. Bring good scissors

No Ladies class in June and July as people are traveling.

Transportation is needed for sisters Betty Mathis and Marilyn Brooks.

ON HOLD! WORSHIP SERVICE training for the men, Wed 6 pm, till after VBS.
Next Sunday is our First Sunday Luncheon. We'll have reports and discussion
with the church on various works we’re engaged in. All are encouraged to attend.

“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” - John 15:2

“... PEOPLE, ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS.” - Titus 2:14

WORK TEAM SCHEDULE: 6/28—A 7/5—B 7/12—C 7/19—D
Work Team D will meet after the Sunday morning assembly.

All members in the congregation are assigned to a Work Team
Check your Work Team assignment—your participation is vital!

Let Your Light Shine in 2009!

NON-CONVERSIONS OF THE BIBLE —(Continued from Page 1)

It is not enough for one to be honest with himself or with his neighbors. He must also be honest with
God.

In nearly every audience we find two classes of people — the converted and the unconverted. During
the days of the apostles, every opportunity was given to instruct the people by preaching the gospel to them.
In many instances the hearers divided themselves into two classes — the converted and the unconverted.
When the gospel was preached to them, "some believed the things which were spoken, and some disbe-
lieved" (Acts 28:24 ASV). The responsibility of the unconverted was as great as that of the converted. The
opportunities were as wide open to the disbeliever as to the believer. The hearer became his own judge as to
whether he would be put in the class of the converted and saved, or in the class of the unconverted and
unsaved. Preachers of the gospel at that time made it clear that the unsaved were responsible for their condi-
tion. ""And Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, It was necessary that the word of
God should first be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unwor-
thy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles' (Acts 13:46 ASV).

The first gospel sermon in its fullness was first preached on the day of Pentecost. About 3,000 were
converted. Others heard the same gospel, saw the same miraculous manifestations, but were not converted.
The promise was to all of them, but not all would accept the invitation.

Many heard Peter and John preach the gospel on the porches of the temple. Some became disciples
of Jesus, while others became enemies of Jesus and persecuted Peter and John.

Stephen preached the same gospel that Peter preached. He was a man full of the Holy Spirit (Acts
6:5). Stephen spoke the truth of God with boldness and preached the gospel as God's power to save. His
hearers understood what he preached, but instead of accepting it, "they gnashed on him with their
teeth” (Acts 7:54). About 3,000 were converted on Pentecost and blessed Peter for bringing to them the gos-
pel, but those who heard Stephen stoned him to death. The difference in the two classes is seen in the atti-
tudes they took toward what was preached.

There are some outstanding cases of non-conversion. Paul preached the gospel with power to Bar-
Jesus and Sergius Paulus. One believed and the other disbelieved. Elymas the sorcerer withstood Paul and
sought to turn aside Sergius Paulus "from the faith" (Acts 13:6-8). These men had equal opportunities, equal
ability, and equal responsibilities. Therefore, each was accountable to God for his acts. The sorcerer could
have been in the class of the saved, but he chose to remain in the class of the unconverted.

Felix and Drusilla heard Paul preach the gospel. Paul reasoned to them "of righteousness, temper-
ance, and judgment to come," and Felix understood. He was even terrified and "*Felix trembled and an-
swered, Go thy way for this time; when | have a convenient season, | will call for thee' (Acts
24:24-25). They never accepted the gospel, but died in their sins. The convenient season never came.

Agrippa and his wife, Bernice, heard Paul preach Jesus and Agrippa was so impressed with it that he
said to Paul, "*Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian™ (Acts 26:28). But Agrippa was never
fully persuaded. He was very near the kingdom of God — almost persuaded — but chose to remain in the
class of the unconverted. Agrippa, with all others of the unconverted class, had no one to blame but himself.

It is sad for one to judge himself unworthy of eternal life; however, his judgment was correct, for any-
one who hears the truth, understands the truth, but refuses to obey it, by that very act judges himself unwor-
thy of the blessings of salvation. The unconverted are thus, by their own judgment, worthy of the condemna-
tion they deserve.

- Henry Leo Boles, 1874-1946, Gospel Preacher

Let Your Light Shine in 2009!




